
 

CANNOCK WOOD PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

2022 - 2039 

            Prepared by Cannock Wood Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Working Group ©2022 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cannock Wood and Castle Ring photographed on 9 October 2008 ©Historic England Archive (20829/52) 

 

 Pre-submission (Regulation 14) consultation 
 

May 2022 
  

 



 

  

CANNOCK WOOD PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2022 - 2039   

   Page 1    Prepared by Cannock Wood Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Working Group ©2022 

Foreword 
 

This draft Neighbourhood Plan (NP) has been drawn up in accordance with the 
Localism Act 2011 to give the residents of the Parish a greater say in how 
Cannock Wood will develop in the future. 

Following extensive consultation, including surveys delivered to every 
household, a clear majority voiced concern about future development in or 
around the village. 

Cannock Wood has a tightly drawn settlement boundary set within the Green 
Belt as shown on the map on page 3. It is wholly within the Cannock Chase 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which offers some protection from 
development outside the settlement boundary. Its elevation gives wonderful 
vistas in many directions which are greatly valued by respondents to the 
surveys. In addition, we are fortunate to have two sites of historic significance, 
Castle Ring and a medieval moated site and bloomery in Courtbanks Covert.  

It is clear from the survey responses that, for the majority of residents, we 
should keep any future development within the settlement boundary, maintain 
the rural character of the village and preserve the wonderful views. The 
policies contained in this draft NP aim to do this and to establish a blueprint 
for the future, protecting the character and beauty of the area. 

The draft NP will be submitted to Cannock Chase District Council (CCDC) under 
regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Plan (General) Regulations. The final 
version (amended, if necessary, after examination) will need to be approved at 
a referendum by the electorate of Cannock Wood before it becomes a key part 
of the planning framework of CCDC and will influence all future planning 
decisions in Cannock Wood Parish. 

This draft plan has been produced by a Working Group of Parish Councillors 
and committed and hard-working residents. Thanks to all who have worked so 
hard to produce this document. 

Cannock Wood Parish Council, May 2022. 

 

Postal address: 

Cannock Wood Parish Council 
c/o 81 Brownshore Lane 
Essington 
WV11 2AE 
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The Neighbourhood Plan in a nutshell 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan is a set of planning policies which will apply to 
future planning applications in Cannock Wood. These extra planning 
policies will sit alongside the planning policies that Cannock Chase 
District Council already applies when it makes planning decisions. 
Residents, the District Council and others are now formally invited to 
comment on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

The Neighbourhood Plan has policies on: 

• housing and local character; 
• heritage, views, and Castle Ring; 
• biodiversity and wildlife habitats; 
• public footpaths and bridleways, and safety of  

pedestrians and all road users;  
• community assets and open spaces; and 
• maintaining the distinction between the open 

Green Belt surroundings of the village and 
the tight settlement boundary. 

The Neighbourhood Plan has been developed  
by Cannock Wood residents with guidance from 
a planning professional. There have been several  
village-wide consultations to give everyone  
the chance to voice their opinions and this is  
another opportunity to give your feedback.  

All comments received will be reviewed and, if  
appropriate, the policies will be revised accordingly.  
The closing date for comments is 11th July 2022.  
Written comments can be sent to cwnp@cannockwood.org or delivered 
to The Bungalow on Buds Road, next to Dickinsons. 

Have we cracked it yet?  

After this consultation the next step will be for the Parish Council to 
submit the Neighbourhood Plan to Cannock Chase District Council which 
will hold its own consultation and independent examination. Eventually it 
will come down to the people of Cannock Wood to make the final decision 
at a referendum on whether to adopt the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

mailto:CWNP@cannockwood.org
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 Map of Cannock Wood Parish - the area this Neighbourhood Plan covers 

 

Boundary of Cannock Wood Neighbourhood Plan designated area   
Indication of settlement boundary  
The whole area between the red and blue lines is Green Belt. 
Please see Cannock Chase District Council planning policy map for the definitive settlement 
boundary.  
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Set out in the remainder of this booklet is a digest of the Neighbourhood Plan polices 
and some information on issues raised which cannot be tackled through planning 
policies. This booklet itself is not the formal Neighbourhood Plan but, if you have the 
appetite for more, the Neighbourhood Plan can be accessed online 
https://cannockwood.org/parish-council/cannock-wood-neighbourhood-plan/ and on 
paper (reference copies are available at Burntwood library or by arrangement with the 
Parish Clerk 07791 313060).   
  Page 
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CW1 HOUSING DESIGN 6 
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INTRODUCTION 

In 1666 Cannock Wood was a hamlet of eighteen houses. There had been small-scale 

mining previously, but the industry was of great significance for two centuries after the 

Cannock Wood pit opened in 1775, providing much local employment. By 1851 Cannock 

Wood was recorded as having ‘a few good farms, and 275 inhabitants’, and ‘a large portion 

of the open heath, where there are a number of cottages, with small plots of garden 

attached’.  Until the 1930s there was still just a small number of homes scattered around 

the parish, mostly farmhouses or cottages where there had been informal enclosure of 

the surrounding heathland. There was some limited development in the late 1920s when 

a row of semi-detached properties was built overlooking the newly built covered 

reservoir and Playing Field which is held in trust for the village.  

The aerial photograph shown below was taken in 1956, shortly before the main 

development phase during the 1960s and 1970s. As part of this, the Village Hall was built 

in 1967 after sustained community fundraising on land kindly donated and held in trust 

for the inhabitants of Cannock Wood and Gentleshaw. Cannock Wood now has 441 homes, 

which are mainly clustered within the tightly drawn settlement boundary, but the pattern 

of scattered dwellings is still present in the Green Belt areas. 

 
Castle Ring and Cannock Wood, 6th April 1956 

Cambridge University Collection of Aerial Photography © copyright reserved. 
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PLANNING POLICIES 

The policies described individually below are each part of the mix. Taken as a whole the 
policies will help to protect and improve the village and its environment. 

Cannock Wood lies entirely within the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty (AONB). This status prevents major development from taking place within the 

parish. Developments are restricted to relatively minor infill because of lack of space 

within the settlement boundary and outside the settlement boundary restricted by the 

safeguards of Green Belt designation. 

Although a development may seem relatively minor to those making planning decisions, 

the impact on the neighbours and wider village may still be significant. That is why the 

Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy on Housing Design. The policy requires new 

residential buildings and extensions: 

• to respect the character of the village in scale and proportion; 

• be appropriate to the needs of the village; 

• be of high quality and well designed; and 

• to avoid reducing the gaps between the main settlement boundary and clusters of 

buildings outside the boundary. 

A Design Code has been developed specifically for Cannock Wood and forms part of the 

Neighbourhood Plan to provide guidance on how housing design can meet the policy. 

This is additional to the AONB design guidance. 

The Design Code is a long read, available from the same sources as described on page 

4 for the formal Neighbourhood Plan.  

  

POLICY CW1: HOUSING DESIGN  
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Proposed development should be of a scale, density and mass that is sympathetic to the 
character of the immediate surroundings and the wider area. Proposals should show 
how the character, history and design of the surrounding buildings and landscape has 
been taken into account in the design of the proposals. 

Cannock Wood’s Character Assessment describes in detail the elements which 
contribute to the unique character of the Parish including: 
• landscape, 
• biodiversity, green and natural features, 
• general patterns of buildings and open space including the density of housing, 
• main uses and mix of uses, 
• views and vistas,  
• building types and details including scale and height, 
• heritage, 
• parking and access, 
• lighting and security, and 
• gardens and boundary treatments. 
The Character Assessment is available online and on paper as outlined on page 4. 

  

POLICY CW2: LOCAL CHARACTER  
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There are two Scheduled Ancient Monuments within Cannock Wood: Castle Ring and a 

Moated site and bloomery in Courtbanks Covert. This planning policy is not applicable to 

them as they are nationally important monuments with statutory protection. 

The development of a Neighbourhood Plan provides the opportunity to recognise those 

other buildings and sites which make positive contribution to the local character and 

sense of place because of their heritage value for Cannock Wood. This policy sets up a 

list of Non-Designated Heritage Assets of buildings and sites which have heritage 

significance for Cannock Wood. 

Local listing flags up the heritage value of assets but does not affect the requirements 

for planning permission. Conservation of heritage assets is already a material 

consideration when Cannock Chase District Council 

(CCDC) decides on planning applications.  

Cannock Wood Methodist Church and Nun’s Well will 

be included on the Cannock Wood list of Non-

Designated Heritage Assets.  

Private houses can be included too if the character 

of the property makes a positive contribution to local identity, distinctiveness, and 

appearance. The owners of the older properties in the village have been invited to opt in 

if they would like their property to be included. If you haven’t received an invitation and 

would like your property to be included on the Cannock Wood list, please contact 

cwnp@cannockwood.org or a Parish Councillor to ask for a form.   

  

POLICY CW3: NON-DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS 

 

mailto:cwnp@cannockwood.org
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The Historic Environment is defined as ‘All aspects of the environment resulting from 

the interaction between people and places through time, including all surviving physical 

remains of past human activity, whether visible, buried or submerged, and landscaped 

and planted or managed flora.’ Loss or unsympathetic development of historic sites 

would lead to a gradual and irreversible loss of the character of the village and we 

should act as the custodians of these for the future. 

Planning proposals affecting any part of the historic environment will be determined by 

considering how the significance of the asset is conserved or enhanced. Such proposals 

must also demonstrate that they have avoided or minimised harm to the significance of 

an asset through the design of the development. 

The historic environment for Cannock Wood includes: 

• Castle Ring and a Moated site and bloomery in Courtbanks Covert which are 

designated heritage assets because they are Scheduled Ancient Monuments, 

• non-designated heritage assets identified in the Neighbourhood Plan, and 

• sites identified elsewhere including in AONB publications, the Staffordshire Historic 

Environment Record and others which Cannock Chase may include on their future 

Local List of non-designated heritage assets. 

Courtbanks Covert, 9th October 2008               © Historic England Archive 20829/055 

POLICY CW4: HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
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The views into, out of and across Cannock Wood are an important part of the character 
of the area. They enable residents and visitors to enjoy the scenic beauty of the AONB 
and beyond.  

The views and 

vistas important to 

Cannock Wood 

should be 

conserved from 

any significant 

adverse impact of 

new development 

(such as 

detracting from or 

obscuring views 

and vistas). 

Proposals must 

demonstrate that 

they do not as a 

result of height or 

scale or any other 

aspect of the 

development have 

an adverse impact 

on views and 

vistas. The views 

and vistas include 

but are not limited 

to those from the 

viewpoints shown 

on the map on this 

page.  

The policy applies 

to any views and 

vistas that might 

be affected by 

development 

proposals and these should be considered when determining planning applications. 

Buildings in the village are typically only 1 or 2 storeys high but there are some 2.5 storey 

buildings which impact more on views and vistas to neighbouring properties. 

POLICY CW5: VIEWS AND VISTAS 
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Protection and enhancement of Castle Ring and the Medieval moated site and bloomery 

at Courtbanks Covert will be supported if it maintains and preserves these Scheduled 

Ancient Monuments in their present state and respects the character of the area as well 

as the fragile habitats and the wildlife found there.  

Sensitive woodland management will be supported to respect the former dominance in 

the landscape of Castle Ring as an Iron Age hill fort through retention of open views. 

Development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as 

ancient woodland at Courtbanks Covert and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, 

unless there are wholly exceptional reasons. 

POLICY CW6: PROTECT AND ENHANCE LANDSCAPE HERITAGE 
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As the whole of the Cannock Wood parish lies within the protected landscape areas of 
the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), national planning policy 
provides the highest degree of protection from damaging or inappropriate development.  

Development proposals within the Parish will be expected to positively contribute to the 

AONB and its setting. Any development proposals which, individually or cumulatively, 

adversely impact the landscape and scenic beauty of the AONB or its setting, including 

its visual relationship with its surroundings, will be resisted.  

 

  

POLICY CW7: PROTECTING, CONSERVING AND ENHANCING THE CANNOCK 
CHASE AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY (AONB) 
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Biodiversity is an important element of the landscape and wider character of the Parish 

and an important objective for the Neighbourhood Plan.  Development proposals and 

associated landscape schemes can conserve, manage and enhance biodiversity and 

water quality including by protecting wildlife habitats such as hedgerows, ditches, ponds, 

woodland and wild areas. Opportunities to improve and protect the existing sites of Sites 

of Biological Importance will be encouraged as a priority to enhance the quality of 

wildlife habitat. Increasing connectivity helps, 

but there need to be high quality sites with 

thriving wildlife populations to connect. 

Wildlife corridors and stepping-stones linking 

areas of habitats reduce the isolation and 

vulnerability of populations and may coincide 

with walking and cycling routes. New areas of 

biodiversity can be actively encouraged by 

hedgerow and woodland restoration and 

management. It is hoped that Nunswell Park can 

be re-surveyed to regain recognition as a Local 

Wildlife Site (photo of common spotted orchid in 

long grass at Nunswell Park).  

 

 

Development should not 

adversely impact on areas 

of particular ecological 

importance such as water 

courses, ponds, habitat 

corridors, Local Wildlife 

Sites and Sites of Biological 

Importance. 

 

 

 

 

Instead of the minimum 10% level of Biodiversity Net Gain, the policy introduces an 

enhanced 20% level for developments in Cannock Wood, matching the level set by 

Lichfield District Council. 

POLICY CW8: PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE BIODIVERSITY AND WILDLIFE OF 
THE PARISH INCLUDING TREE AND HEDGEROW COVERAGE 
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New development should not significantly disturb the tranquillity of the Parish through 

the creation of excess noise, increases in traffic or light pollution. If external lighting is 

required, it should protect public visual amenity and the night sky from light pollution 

through lighting scheme design, shielding and landscaping to reduce unnecessary light 

throw.  

 

In the Neighbourhood Plan the word footpath refers to public footpaths rather than roadside 
pavements. A substantial number of residents have commented on work required to the 
roadside pavements, but maintenance of these is not something that a planning policy can 
improve. Please see page 17 for information on the most effective way to report pavements 
in need of attention. 

Planning proposals for the improvement of footpath and bridleway access and the 
facilitation of new circular walks and routes around and from the village will be 
supported.  Design or adaptation of new footpaths and bridleways to function as 
wildlife corridors is encouraged.  

Footpaths and bridleways are key to the character of the area and to the enjoyment 
of the parish and beyond. Planning proposals for the improvement of footpath and 
bridleway access will be supported.  Design or adaptation of new footpaths and 
bridleways to function as wildlife corridors in encouraged.  

POLICY CW9: TRANQUILLITY AND LIGHT POLLUTION 
 

POLICY CW10: FOOTPATH AND BRIDLEWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
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Many residents have expressed concern over road safety in Cannock Wood especially: 

• traffic speeds on Hayfield Hill and Cumberledge Hill and at the junction of Park Gate Road 
and Buds Road; 

• pavement parking making it difficult or impossible to walk on pavements; and 
• traffic congestion and inappropriate parking at the beginning and end of the school day. 

Planning policies in themselves cannot unfortunately mitigate these issues but there is a 
little more information on page 17 about this.  

Planning proposals should show that there is no significant detrimental impact on traffic. 

If the site is located on a road with no pavement, consideration should be given to 

making new provision for pedestrians where this would enhance safety. Where 

development proposals will create demand for parking they will be required to provide 

off-street parking and not reduce safety for pedestrians and cyclists and horse riders. 

The impact of the private car on the street scene should be minimised wherever possible. 

 

Designating facilities as Assets of Community Value will give the Parish Council the right 

to be made aware should an asset of community value be put on the market and provide 

a short moratorium to make 

people aware and explore potential 

options.  The Park Gate Inn was 

added to Cannock Chase District 

council’s register of Assets of 

Community Value in March 2022 at 

the request of the Parish Council 

and similar requests will be made 

for the village hall, the playing field, 

The Rag, and Nunswell Park.   

Development proposals in keeping 

with the character of the village 

that will enhance e i t h e r  o r  

b o t h  the viability and community 

value of these assets will be supported. Proposals that result in either the loss or 

significant harm to the community value of an asset will be resisted, unless it can be 

clearly demonstrated that the operation of the asset or the ongoing delivery of the 

community value of the asset is no longer financially viable. 

POLICY CW11: HIGHWAY SAFETY 

POLICY CW12: COMMUNITY ASSETS 
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There are many ways in which different aspects of the public realm and open spaces in 

the Parish could be enhanced in terms of design and appearance so that they better 

serve residents and visitors and 

contribute to the character of the area. 

For example, grass verges could be 

places where biodiversity is 

encouraged and junctions could be 

made more pedestrian friendly. The 

term Public Realm includes road, 

pavement, grass verges, street 

furniture, the playing field and other 

public areas. 

Proposals for alterations, including maintenance, cleaning, appearance, safety and 

condition of the public realm and open spaces will be supported provided they are in 

keeping with the character of the area.  

 

The main built-up part of Cannock Wood has a settlement boundary drawn tightly around 

it and the rest of the Parish lies inside the Green Belt. Any development within the Green 

Belt will have to demonstrate exceptional circumstances, as well as evidenced need and 

must be in conformity with other policies in the Neighbourhood Plan, the Cannock Chase 

District Council Local Plan and the National Planning Policy Framework. 

  

POLICY CW13: PUBLIC REALM AND OPEN SPACES 

POLICY CW14: VILLAGE BOUNDARY 
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 ISSUES WHICH ARE OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF PLANNING POLICIES 
 

PAVEMENT CONDITION 

Pavements are the responsibility of Staffordshire County Council. 

The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) survey results and subsequent comments 
showed much shared concern about pavement condition of Sycamore Hill, 
Park Gate Road, Bradwell Lane, Cumberledge Hill.  Concerns should be 
reported to Staffordshire County Council and the more people do so the 
better. If any personal injury has resulted from the state of the pavements, 
this should be mentioned because trip hazards receive more prioritisation.   

The results of the NP survey have been provided to Staffs CC, but that only 
counts as one report of work being needed.  If you want to explain where 
and why repairs are needed, please take a moment to report these to 
Staffordshire County Council online https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/reportit. 
If online is not possible for you, try 0300 111 8000 or contact a County Councillor.  

TRAFFIC SPEED  

Highways are the responsibility of Staffordshire County Council. 

A clear majority of Neighbourhood Plan survey responses expressed significant concern 
about excessive speeding in Cannock Wood, with Hayfield Hill, Cumberledge Hill and Buds 
Road most frequently mentioned.  

There are no easy answers to this as road speed depends so heavily on drivers’ behaviour but 
initiatives to help may form part of possible future projects.  

The parish and county councils and others are currently working together to find ways to 
alleviate the dangerous congestion caused by so many children being driven to school. 

STREET LIGHTING 

Street lighting is the responsibility of Staffordshire County Council.   

The following is based on information provided by the county council. 

‘In April 2021 the county council began to rollout an ‘invest to save’ initiative that will see the 
replacement of over 47,000 street light luminaires (lanterns) in Staffordshire with energy 
efficient LED equivalents. The project will take four years to complete and will reduce our 
street lighting energy consumption by 70%, an energy saving of 8,627,504 kWh per annum. The 
completed scheme will result in a reduction of our annual street lighting energy bill by £1.6m 
and reduction of CO2 emissions by an estimated 2,650 tonnes every year. Although the LED 
lantern the county council has chosen may give the impression of dimmer overall lighting 
levels compared to the old lights, the advancement in LED streetlights means that the emitted 
light should be more accurately focused on the highway and significantly reduce upward light 
pollution.’   

Opinions expressed on the new street lighting during the preparation of the Neighbourhood 
Plan have been mixed. Some people say it’s too bright and others that there is less light now; 
some people say that pavements are better lit now and others that they don’t like increased 
light in their garden.  

If you have a specific issue or wish to report a faulty or damaged light, the best way to do this 
is online https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/reportit, but otherwise try 0300 111 8000 or contact 
a County Councillor. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/reportit
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/reportit
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

The Neighbourhood Plan survey responses 
showed very strong support for allowing 
more wildflowers to be left to grow in the 
verges of the green belt areas of the parish 
and also for improvements within the heart 
of the village. It is hoped that projects will be 
developed in the coming few years which 
are likely to depend on voluntary efforts and 
support from the parish council and others. 

COMMENTING ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

It is important for the future of Cannock Wood that all of us take an interest in planning 
proposals. Only the most 
immediate neighbours are 
notified by Cannock Chase 
District Council and notices 
are posted in the immediate 
vicinity. From now onwards,  
current planning applications 
will be included in the Village 
Voice newsletter if possible, 
and they are usually posted 
online on Nextdoor. The 
normal consultation 
procedure allows just three 
weeks for the public to submit 
comments. 

An application on which there is a lot of comments is likely to be given very careful 
consideration and comments should be as detailed as possible. Make sure to mention if you 
want your name and address to be kept private. 

You might be strongly in favour of an 
application, and you can respond to 
say so.  

You might object. Not everything 
that you dislike about a proposal 
may be considered ‘material’ 
grounds relevant for planning, 
although the following are: negative 
effects on amenity (due to noise, 
overlooking, shading), over-
development, visual impact on the 
landscape or area, detriment to 
character of the local area, and 
design issues. 
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